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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 

Policy Review Committee 

Meeting Minutes – September 11, 2015 

 

In attendance  

Selectboard Members:  Gary Baker, Donna Donahue 

Staff:  Beth Dow and Chris English 

 

Chris called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes of August 21, 2015.  Donna moved to approve the minutes of the August 21st 

meeting as presented.  Gary seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 

Continue Review of VLCT Model Facility Rental Agreement.  The Committee continued to refine 

proposed revisions to the current Public Assemblage Permit, which it is recommending be used as the 

vehicle for communicating the Selectboard’s requirements for those seeking approval to serve 

alcohol on Town property.  The Committee revisited an earlier recommendation that event 

organizers must use a licensed caterer or other DLC-certified server, questioning under what 

circumstances a permit is required to cater an event on public property.  This led to a more general 

discussion about the variety of food and beverage-related permits Vermont requires, who the 

governing authority is for each and how specific the language in the Public Assemblage would need to 

be to set approval guidelines.  Chris said he would do some research on the question and put 

together a summary for the Committee to review. 

The Committee also looked at two ordinances - 1) An Ordinance for Restricting Alcoholic Beverage 

Use on Town Property, and 2) An Ordinance for the Regulation of Public Assemblages – with a view 

toward determining what changes might be required in light of the revisions being proposed for the 

Public Assemblage Permit.  After a brief discussion, the Committee agreed that it would be 

appropriate to ask Chief Hanley – as the enforcement officer for Town ordinances - to review both 

ordinances and the updated Public Assemblage Permit once it is completed and make 

recommendations for revisions to the ordinances. 

In regard to writing a formal policy regarding the serving of alcohol at private events on Town 

property, the Committee reaffirmed its recommendation that only a very general statement would 

be needed, e.g. – “The Town of Middlebury permits the serving and/or consumption of alcohol on 

Town property only under limited circumstance and at the sole discretion of the Middlebury 

Selectboard.” 

The Committee turned its attention one last time to the Public Assemblage Permit to discuss 

incorporating language from Paragraph 10c. of the VCLT Model Facility Rental Agreement into a new 
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Paragraph 5 under “General Conditions for All Permits,” to address requirements for those seeking 

approval to serve alcohol on Town property.  In order to expedite consideration at the Committee’s 

next meeting, Chris will draft language for this new paragraph and distribute it to Committee 

members for review. 

Next Steps.  The next meeting of the Policy Review Committee will be on Friday, September 25th, at 

8:00 a.m., at which time the Committee will resume its review of the Personnel Policy. 

Other upcoming meeting dates (all at 8:00 a.m. in the Rotary Conference Room): 

Friday, October 2nd 

Friday, October 16th 

Friday, October 30th 

Friday, November 13th 

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 a.m. 

Submitted by: 

Chris English 

Assistant Town Manager 


